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in 1906, was also considered very acceptable to Germany, was sent to Berlin with the purpose of disgusting us as much as possible with the Supplementary Bill, and indeed with the whole scheme of fleet construction. As they recognized the Chancellor as an ally, and as Haldane moreover did not come as a petitioner but as a guest, there was no need for the British Cabinet to furnish him with offers to us that were seriously meant. Nevertheless Haldane brought with him a pretended present, of which more later. In spite of the open opposition of the Chancellor to the Supplementary Bill, which had already greatly impaired its value in foreign eyes, this Bill still afforded an adequate means, by skilful negotiation, of reaching an understanding on the basis of real give and take, even although there was not much inclination on the part of the English to negotiate with us as equals.
On the 4th of February the Emperor had informed the Foreign Office privately that Germany was ready to meet England halfway on the question of the Navy Supplementary Bill, provided she could at the same time receive sufficient guarantees of a friendly policy on the part of England, so that both powers might agree to take no part in any combination or military entanglement directed against each other. Such an agreement would at the same time make possible an understanding as to expenditures for armaments.
For the negotiations with Haldane himself the Emperor laid down the following principles: